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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 
Applicant has amended claim 1 and canceled claims 2-26 and added new claims 27-40. 
Therefore claims 1-40 are pending. 

Drawings 

1. The proposed drawing correction and/or the proposed substitute sheets of drawings, filed 
on March 26, 2003 have been accepted. A proper drawing correction or corrected drawings are 
required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The correction to 
the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

The proposed specification corrections received on March 26, 2003 have been accepted. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1, 27-40 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
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having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 1, 27-40 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US Patent No. 
5,812,278 to Toyoda et al. in view of Idehara, and further in view of Reed et al. 

Regarding claim 1, Toyoda et al. teaches an image transmitting apparatus for transmitting 
image data to an image receiving apparatus (column 1, lines 29-31 of Toyoda et al.), the image 
transmitting apparatus comprising: a memory that stores a table including a fixed address of the 
image receiving apparatus (column 10, lines 64-65); a processor configured to obtain the current 
IP address of the image receiving apparatus by use of the fixed address stored in the memory 
(column 1 1, lines 29-30); wherein the memory stores the fixed address in association with a 
destination mail address (column 1, lines 45-46 of Toyoda et al.); an inputter for inputting the 
destination mail address (column 10, lines 66-67 of Toyoda et al.); and a searcher for searching 
the fixed address corresponding to the destination mail address input by the inputter, wherein the 
processor obtains the IP address of the image receiving apparatus by use of the fixed address 
searched by the searcher (column 7, lines 39-42 of Toyoda et al.). 

Toyoda et al. does not teach direct and indirect transmission of an image. Idehara teaches 
wherein the transmitter, in the first mode, directly transmits image data to the image receiving 
apparatus by use of the IP address, and, in the second mode, indirectly transmits image data to 
the image receiving apparatus via a mail server (column 9- lines 35-53 of Idehara). Therefore it 
would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
the image communication method of Toyoda et al. by having indirect and direct transmission of 
an image because with an option of direct transmission delays such with email delivery can be 
avoided. 
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Toyoda et al. in view of Idehara does not teach of a changeable IP address. Reed et al. 
teaches an image receiving apparatus to which a changeable IP address is assigned by an external 
apparatus according to first and second modes (column 3, lines 33-38 of Reed et al.) Therefore it 
would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
the image communication method of Toyoda et al. in view of Idehara by having a changeable IP 
address assigned because this is an automatic way of assigning an IP address which is needed to 
transmit an image from one apparatus to another. 

Referring to claim 27, Toyoda et al. teaches an image transmitting apparatus for 
transmitting image data to an image receiving apparatus (column 1, lines 29-3 1 of Toyoda et al ), 
the image transmitting apparatus comprising: a memory that stores a table including a plurality 
of fixed addresses each corresponding to one of a plurality of image receiving apparatus (column 
10, lines 64-65), the fixed address being association with destination data (column 1, lines 45-46 
of Toyoda et al); an inputter thztf inputs destination data (column 10, lines 66-67 of Toyoda et 
al.); a searcher that searches the fixed addresses stored in said memory, and that obtains a fixed 
address corresponding to the destination data input by said inputter; a processor configured to 
obtain the current IP address of the image receiving apparatus to which the image data is 
transmitted , by use of the fixed address obtained by said searcher (column 7, lines 39-42 of 
Toyoda et al.). 

Toyoda et al. does not teach direct and indirect transmission of an image. Idehara teaches 
wherein the transmitter, in the first mode, directly transmits image data to the image receiving 
apparatus by use of the IP address, and, in the second mode, indirectly transmits image data to 
the image receiving apparatus via a mail server (column 9, lines 35-53 of Idehara). Therefore it 
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would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
the image communication method of Toyoda et al. by having indirect and direct transmission of 
an image because with an option of direct transmission delays such with email delivery can be 
avoided. 

Toyoda et al. in view of Idehara does not teach of a changeable EP address. Reed et al. 
teaches an image receiving apparatus to which a changeable IP address is assigned by an external 
apparatus according to first and second modes (column 3, lines 33-38 of Reed et al.) Therefore it 
would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
the image communication method of Toyoda et al. in view of Idehara by having a changeable IP 
address assigned because this is an automatic way of assigning an IP address which is needed to 
transmit an image from one apparatus to another. 

Regarding claim 30, Toyoda et al. in view of Idehara teaches the image transmitting 
apparatus according to claim 27 (column 1, lines 29-31 of Toyoda et al. and column 9, lines 35- 
53 of Idehara). 

Toyoda et al. does not teach the changeable IP address is assigned by a DHCP server. 
Reed et al. teaches wherein the changeable IP address is assigned by a DHCP server (column 3, 
lines 33-38 of Reed et al.). Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the image communication method of Toyoda et al. in 
view of Idehara by having the changeable IP address be assigned by a DHCP server because the 
DHCP server automatically assigns an IP address which is needed to transmit an image from one 
apparatus to another. 
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Referring to claims 31,35, 37, and 40, Toyoda et al. in view of Idehara teaches the image 
transmitting apparatus according to claim 27, 34, 36, and 39 (column 1, lines 29-3 1 of Toyoda et 
al. and column 9, lines 35-53 of Idehara), 

Toyoda et al. in view of Idehara does not teach processor performs an RARP processing 
sequence to obtain the current IP address. Reed et al. teaches wherein said processor performs an 
RARP processing sequence to obtain the current IP address of an image receiving apparatus to 
which the image data is transmitted (column 2, lines 49-57 of Reed et al.). Therefore it would 
have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
image communication method of Toyoda et al. in view of Idehara by the processor performing 
an RARP processing sequence to obtain the current IP address of an image receiving apparatus 
because the RARP protocol is able to find the IP address based off of the physical (fixed) address 
that is provided. 

Regarding claim 32 and 38, Toyoda et al. teaches the image transmitting apparatus 
according to claim 27 and 36 (column 1, lines 29-31 of Toyoda et al.). 

Toyoda et al. does not teach detecting a mark and based on that performing either direct 
or indirect transmission of the image. Idehara teaches further comprising a detector that detects 
whether or not a specific mark is added to the input destination data; wherein said transmitter 
directly transmits image data to an image receiving apparatus by use of the IP address when the 
specific mark is not added to the destination data, and wherein said transmitter indirectly 
transmits image data to an image receiving apparatus by use of the IP address when the specific 
mark is added to the destination data (column 9, lines 35-53 of Idehara). Therefore it would have 
been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the image 
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communication method of Toyoda et al. by detecting a mark and based on that performing either 
direct or indirect transmission of the image because the detection of the mark allows the system 
to know whether an email address or and IP address has been provided and thus the transmission 
method is determined and with an option of direct transmission delays such with email delivery 
can be avoided. 

Regarding claim 33, Toyoda et al. teaches the image transmitting apparatus according to 
claim 32 (column 1, lines 29-31 of Toyoda et al.) 

Toyoda et al does not teach the specific mark comprises a @ mark. Idehara teaches 
wherein the specific mark comprises a @ mark (column 8, lines 14-16 of Idehara). Therefore it 
would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
the image communication method of Toyoda et al. by detecting a @ mark and based on that 
performing either direct or indirect transmission of the image because the detection of the @ 
mark allows the system to know whether an email address or and IP address has been provided 
and thus the transmission method is determined and with an option of direct transmission delays 
such with email delivery can be avoided. 

Referring to claim 34, Toyoda et al. teaches an image transmitting apparatus for 
transmitting image data to an image receiving apparatus (column 1, lines 29-3 1 of Toyoda et al ), 
the image transmitting apparatus comprising: a memory that stores a table including a plurality 
of fixed addresses each corresponding to one of a plurality of image receiving apparatus (column 
10, lines 64-65); a processor configured to obtain the current IP address of the image receiving 
apparatus to which the image data is transmitted, by use of the fixed address stored in said 
memory (column 1 1, lines 29-30). 
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Toyoda et al. does not teach direct and indirect transmission of an image. Idehara teaches 
the image transmitting apparatus transmitting the image data to an image receiving apparatus 
indirectly via a mail server (column 8, lines 45-60 of Idehara) and a transmitter that directly 
transmits the image data to the image receiving apparatus by use of the IP address obtained by 
said processor (column 8, lines 4-7 of Idehara). Therefore it would have been obvious to one 
skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the image communication method 
of Toyoda et al. by having indirect and direct transmission of an image because with an option of 
direct transmission delays such with email delivery can be avoided. 

Toyoda et al. in view of Idehara does not teach of a changeable IP address. Reed et al. 
teaches an image receiving apparatus to which a changeable IP address is assigned by an external 
apparatus according to first and second modes (column 3, lines 33-38 of Reed et al.) Therefore it 
would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
the image communication method of Toyoda et al. in view of Idehara by having a changeable IP 
address assigned because this is an automatic way of assigning an IP address which is needed to 
transmit an image from one apparatus to another. 

Referring to claim 36, Toyoda et al. teaches a method for transmitting image data to an 
image receiving apparatus (column 1, lines 29-3 1 of Toyoda et al.), the method comprising: 
storing a plurality of fixed addresses each corresponding to one of a plurality of image receiving 
apparatuses into a memory (column 10, lines 64-65 of Toyoda et al.), the fixed addresses being 
associated with a destination data (column 1, lines 45-46 of Toyoda et al.); inputting a 
destination address to which the image data is transmitted (column 10, lines 66-67 of Toyoda et 
al ); searching the fixed addresses stored in the memory, corresponding to the input destination 
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address; obtaining a current IP address of an image receiving apparatus to which the image data 
is transmitted, by use of the fixed address (column 7, lines 39-42 of Toyoda et al. 

Toyoda et al. does not teach direct and indirect transmission of an image. Idehara teaches 
utilizing an image transmitting apparatus which indirectly transmits the image data to an image 
receiving apparatus via a mail server (column 8, lines 45-60 of Idehara) and a transmitter that 
directly transmits the image data to the image receiving apparatus by use of the IP address 
obtained by said processor (column 8, lines 4-7 of Idehara). Therefore it would have been 
obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the image 
communication method of Toyoda et al. by having indirect and direct transmission of an image 
because with an option of direct transmission delays such with email delivery can be avoided. 

Toyoda et al. in view of Idehara does not teach of a changeable IP address. Reed et al. 
teaches an image receiving apparatus to which a changeable IP address is assigned by an external 
apparatus according to first and second modes (column 3, lines 33-38 of Reed et al.) Therefore it 
would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
the image communication method of Toyoda et al. in view of Idehara by having a changeable IP 
address assigned because this is an automatic way of assigning an IP address which is needed to 
transmit an image from one apparatus to another. 

Regarding claim 39, Toyoda et al. teaches a method for transmitting image data to an 
image receiving apparatus (column 1, lines 29-3 1), the method comprising: storing a plurality of 
fixed addresses each corresponding to one of a plurality of image receiving apparatuses into a 
memory (column 10, lines 64-65); obtaining a current IP address of an image receiving apparatus 
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to which the image data is transmitted, by use of the fixed addresses stored in memory (column 
11, lines 29-30). 

Toyoda et al. does not teach direct and indirect transmission of an image. Idehara teaches 
utilizing an image transmitting apparatus which indirectly transmits the image data to an image 
receiving apparatus via a mail server (column 8, lines 45-60 of Idehara) and a transmitter that 
directly transmits the image data to the image receiving apparatus by use of the IP address 
obtained by said processor (column 8, lines 4-7 of Idehara). Therefore it would have been 
obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the image 
communication method of Toyoda et al. by having indirect and direct transmission of an image 
because with an option of direct transmission delays such with email delivery can be avoided. 

Toyoda et al. in view of Idehara does not teach of a changeable IP address. Reed et al. 
teaches an image receiving apparatus to which a changeable IP address is assigned by an external 
apparatus according to first and second modes (column 3, lines 33-38 of Reed et al.) Therefore it 
would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
the image communication method of Toyoda et al. in view of Idehara by having a changeable IP 
address assigned because this is an automatic way of assigning an IP address which is needed to 
transmit an image from one apparatus to another. 

Regarding claim 28, Toyoda et al. teaches the image transmitting apparatus according to 
claim 27, wherein the transmitter directly transmits the image data to the image receiving 
apparatus when the image transmitting apparatus and the image receiving apparatus are 
connected without requiring access to the Internet (column 10, lines 45-48 and Fig. 3 of Toyoda 
et al.). 
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Referring to claim 29, Toyoda et al. teaches the image transmitting apparatus according 
to claim 27, wherein the image receiving apparatus comprises a personal computer connected to 
a network to which the image transmitting apparatus is connected (column 10, lines 45-48 and 
Fig. 3 of Toyoda et al.). 

Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to April L Baugh whose telephone number is 703-305-53 1 7. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:00am-3 :30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David A Wiley can be reached on 703-308-5221 . The fax phone numbers for the 
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organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-746-9149 for regular 
communications and 703-746-9149 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 

ALB 

May 29, 2003 



DAVID WILEY 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 21 00 



